Ofsted judge Mill Lane to be a GOOD school in all areas. Pupils told inspectors ‘you can be who you want to be’ at Mill Lane Primary and expressed the view ‘we are all different and all equal’.











WELLINGTON STREET, STOCKTON ON TEES

			 	TS18 1QX, TEL: 01642 860055

                                    Head Teacher: Mrs S Skillcorn                    28th April 2026
Dear Mum, Dad / Carer

Budget
Although school budgets are very tight, here at Mill Lane, we are still able to provide ALL of our children with a FREE breakfast, PE kit, joggers, book bag, water bottle and various after school clubs and lunchtime clubs all FREE of charge. Most schools charge quite a lot of money for these. All we ask parents to provide is a pair of plimsolls for PE. We heavily subsidise school trips and residential opportunities for our children and staff take part in many fund-raising activities in their own time to ensure that no child from this school will miss any key opportunities because of money. If you haven’t already done so, please inform the school office if you are in receipt of any benefits (or have been in the last 6 years) so that we can claim extra school funding for your child to help to pay for the freebies to parents.

Bank Holiday
Just a reminder that school is closed on Monday 4th May because it is a national bank holiday.

Tired Children
We have a few children who come to school extremely tired and unable to function or learn. They tell us that they have been playing on their devices instead of sleeping. It is your parental responsibility to make sure that devices such as iPads, tablets and phones are removed from the bedroom (and hidden so that children can’t get them without you knowing) at 9pm for Y5&Y6, 8:30pm for Y3&Y4, 8pm for Y1&Y2 and 7:30pm for Nursery & Reception so that your children can get the amount of sleep they need to function. 

Referrals
If your child has been referred for ASD (Autism) or ADHD via Right to Choose, we receive no letters or reports at all as these are private agencies. We just get a request for information. If your child is on the Right to Choose pathway, can you provide evidence, so we have it on record and can liaise appropriately? If your child has been diagnosed via Right to Choose, please share the diagnostic reports with us in order for us to follow recommendations and support your child.

Allergies
We have children in school with severe life-threatening nut allergies. Please make sure that you NEVER send anything to school containing nuts such as peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches in a packed lunch box as even just sitting next to a child eating something containing nuts can set off the fatal allergic reaction.
PTO

Wraparound Care
As Mill Lane doesn’t have the numbers of interest for on-site wraparound care, I signpost parents to Teesdale Nursery who already bring and pick up children who attend Mill Lane Primary School and have a great relationship with our school. Teesdale Nursery is an award-winning nursery who offer before school and after school care in Thornaby and who have been rated as Outstanding by Ofsted. Their telephone number is 01642 606868 and their website can be found at https://nunthorpenurseriesgroup.co.uk/nurseries-childcare/teesdale-nursery-thornaby/

Assessments
National SATs and formal testing will take place for Y6s between 11th – 15th May 2026. Please do not take your child out of school for any reason before these dates as they will miss essential learning and certainly not during SATs week. Please also make sure they are getting a good night’s sleep each evening as we want them to show their new secondary schools their true potential. Thank you.

Mill Lane Mini Market
We continue with free food every Friday on our Mill Lane Mini Market on the KS1 yard. Please speak to Mrs Petch for further details.                                                  

End of the Day
Please DO NOT allow your children to play on school equipment in our playgrounds at the end of the day. Our insurance only covers during the day when children are supervised by school staff. Please supervise your children on site once they have been released into your care to ensure the highest level of behaviour.
      
Community Links
There is a defibrillator on the wall of the Masonic Lodge next to school for anyone in the community who should need it, and we keep one in school too for our children. 

Holiday Club
Thank you to everyone who attended our Easter Holiday Club where everyone had a great time enjoying lots of different activities and great food. 

Residentials
[bookmark: _Hlk132725600]We will be holding information meetings for Y3 & Y4 parents of children going on the residential to London and for Y5 & Y6 parents of children going on the residential to Disney Land, Paris. We have kept costs for residentials to an absolute minimum for parents as we are very heavily subsidising the costs so, please keep payments up to date and make sure all money is paid by 1st June 2026.
                                
Sun Protection
Please remember to send your child with a sun hat and apply sunscreen before school as we will be working more and more outside when the weather is warmer. 

Chess
Our children can join FREE chess webinars on Tuesday and Sunday evenings. All they need to do to join in is go to this link: https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/webinars

Disco
Thank you to everyone who came to our Easter disco. We raised £330 for trips and activities.                                                                                                                                                     

Mill Lane Minis (2-year-old Nursery Provision)
We take eligible 2-year-old children for 15 hours a week in our wonderful Mini provision which is linked to our school nursery. Please tell your friends and family who have children who are 2 or nearly 2 and speak to Mrs Petch, Mrs Douglas or Mrs Hegarty to find out more. 

Punctuality
Nearly all of our children arrive at school on time. However, we do have a couple of families who persistently send their children to school late. This really impacts on learning as they miss the beginning of their lesson and have to ‘catch-up’. It is unfair for other children if the teacher then has to explain the lesson again instead of supporting their learning.  

Extending the Curriculum
Nursery, Reception and Class 8 had a fantastic day at Tweddle Farm.

Online 
Please monitor your children’s use of the internet. The legal age for using most social media sites is 13 years of age. There have been cases of children using inappropriate and abusive language to each other at home on gaming sites, which is illegal, and of unknown men in their 30s becoming ‘friends’ with some of our children. Please be vigilant around who your child could be talking to online. 50% of abusers tend to use Snapchat to groom children as conversations disappear after a certain length of time. Children should be 13 to use it. Research shows that children who use devices at bedtime find it difficult to sleep as it stimulates the brain. Please remove their devices or use apps to turn off the internet on children’s devices at a certain time each night to ensure they get the right amount of sleep a growing child needs to concentrate the next day. If you would like support in putting parental blocks on devices, then please ask to speak to Mrs Douglas who is always happy to help.

Sporting Success
Year 5 pupils represented our school in a Cricket Festival at Stockton Cricket Club. Year 4 had a fantastic time learning lots of new racket skills at the Tennis Festival. Four Y4 children represented our school in the Stockton Chess Championship. Year 4 attended swimming lessons.

School Photograph Day
You should have received your child’s school photograph, and you are now able to order any you would like.                                                            

Parking
The safety of your children is paramount. Please, park in the designated layby or the designated parking bays on the corner of Wellington Street and Darby Street. The parking of a small number of extremely inconsiderate parents has become very dangerous and concerned parents and neighbours have complained. Some parents double park, park on double yellow lines, park across neighbour’s drives, park on the pavements our children need to walk on to safely walk home, or park outside the gates where our children are trying to safely cross the road. If you see them park in this way, please ask them to park in a safe spot. If all parents challenge them, they will stop. CCTV is in operation and the police will be informed if drivers continue to endanger our children’s lives. Please remember to turn off your engines so that our children are not breathing in your car’s fumes.
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Communication
If you would like this or any other letter translating, then please see our office staff. Recently, we have had a large number of parents who have told us that they have lost the original letter for school trips etc and ask for another. As we would rather spend the money on your child rather than extra printing costs, please could I request that you keep safe and use the original letters sent?

Attendance
It is your parental responsibility to ensure your child attends school every day. Keeping your child at home for trivial reasons is neglectful and is detrimental to your child’s education and friendship groups. Please ensure that you send your children to school EVERY DAY unless your doctor says that they need to stay at home.

We support attendance so if your child has a cold, headache or tummy ache then you can give them a spoonful of Calpol and inform their teacher. We have a qualified First Aider in each classroom who can keep a close eye on them, keep them in at playtime with a friend, or send them home if they are too unwell to stay and need to see a doctor. Please make sure that holidays are booked during the 13 weeks children have off school as holidays. Head Teachers are unable to authorise absences for anything other than serious illness and the local authority WILL fine parents and take parents to court for keeping their children off school, which can result in a criminal record.  Remember, if you took a holiday in school time last year and are doing it again, the fine is doubled to £160 per parent, per child. If it is your 3rd time, then the case is presented straight to the Magistrates’ Court and fines can be up to £2500 per parent, per child. 
                                                    National average is 96%

	Year Group
	Attendance

	Nursery
	86%

	Reception
	90.1%

	Y1
	93.8%

	Y2
	95.7%

	Y3
	95.1%

	Y4
	96.0%

	Y5
	95.2%

	Y6
	93.1%

	Total
	94.8%



New Starters 
National Primary School Offer Day was on 16th April for those children who are starting full time school in September 2026.

Staffing
We welcome Mark Trattles back to Mill Lane as our Caretaker.

Compliments and Concerns
Staff work exceptionally hard at Mill Lane to ensure children are happy and very well educated. If you have any compliments or concerns, I am always happy to listen, act and explain. My door is always open.




Dates for your Diary
Monday 4th May			Bank Holiday so school is closed
Monday 11th May			SATs Week for Y6
Friday 22nd May			Break up for half term holiday
Monday 1st June			Return to school
Monday 8th June			Phonics screen check week
Tuesday 9th June			KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (Parents welcome)
Thursday 11th June			Reserve KS1 & KS2 Sports day if it rains on Tuesday
Tuesday 16th June			International Refugee Day
Friday 19th June				Colour run – to be confirmed (Parents welcome)
Wednesday 24th June			Y5&6 Residential to Disney Land, Paris
Monday 29th June			Nursery & Reception Sports Day (Parents welcome)
Monday 29th June			Transition Week for Y6 – to be confirmed
Tuesday 30th June			Reserve Nursery & Reception Sports Day if it rains on
                                                                 Monday
Wednesday 1st July			Shuffle up day – to be confirmed
Thursday 2nd July			New to Reception parents meeting
Tuesday 7th July			Y6 SATs Results day
Tuesday 7th July			Y3&4 Residential to London
Thursday 9th July			Nursery Graduation (Parents welcome)
Thursday 9th July			KS2 summer performance of Cinderella, Rockafella (Parents
                                                                  Welcome) – to be confirmed
Monday 13th July			Annual staff v children netball match
Monday 13th July			Annual reports go out to parents
Tuesday 14th July			Annual staff v children rounders match
Wednesday 15th July			Summer Fair (Parents welcome)
Friday 17th July				Y6 Leavers Assembly (Parents welcome)
Friday 17th July				Break up for summer holidays (21st and 22nd are PD days)

Please see the end of my newsletter for the 2026-27 school holidays. To support your child’s education, please book your holidays during the 13 weeks children have off school and NOT during term time. Fines are very costly and can result in a court appearance.

Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated. 

Yours sincerely
Mrs Skillcorn 
Head Teacher
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Governors and Staff at Mill Lane Primary School are committed to Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in our care
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