Ofsted judge Mill Lane to be a GOOD school in all areas. Pupils told inspectors ‘you can be who you want to be’ at Mill Lane Primary and expressed the view ‘we are all different and all equal’.






																	 
	     

	 		WELLINGTON STREET, STOCKTON ON TEES

			 	TS18 1QX, TEL: 01642 860055

Head Teacher: Mrs S Skillcorn
20th March 2026

Dear Mum, Dad / Carer

Website
Please check on the language option on our school website. You can choose to read the website in the language of your choice. Simply click on the box that says 'select language' on the top right-hand side of the home page and scroll to your choice. This can be found at www.milllane.org.uk

Fatal Nut Allergies
We have children in school with severe nut allergies. They can be affected by just sitting next to a child who is eating something with nuts in, which is why we insist on nothing containing nuts in packed lunches, including Nutella, peanut butter, coconut biscuits etc. Although not necessary, some parents choose to kindly send in a class cake for their child’s birthday, and this is fine as long as we are able to check ingredients on the box to ensure it does not contain nuts. Sorry, but home baked cakes are not permitted as ingredients can’t be checked.

Red Nose Day
Children and staff came to school wearing something red to mark Red Nose Day on Friday, 20th March. Donations were made to this wonderful charity.

Holiday Club
Holiday Club will be on again during the Easter holidays. This is part of the LA HAF programme so is for children entitled to free school meals. 

Chess Lessons
Free top-quality chess lessons in the form of chess webinars for juniors (aged 7-13) are available online. Details and links can be found via the link https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/webinars

World Book Day
Mill Lane had a great day celebrating World Book Day. The children (and staff) were inspired to work hard whilst dressed as their favourite book characters. Every child received a FREE book. We are very grateful to The Works who donated 100 books to school.

PTO
The Importance of Reading
Reading to children 6 or 7 times a week puts them almost a year ahead of those who are not being read to! 

Research shows that children aged 4 and over are twice as likely to become proficient readers because they watch TV with subtitles on. 

As you know, reading is the key to learning, and we place great emphasis on reading at Mill Lane as it helps with spelling, grammar, punctuation and English when writing too. Evidence shows that children whose parents listen to them read EVERY day progress so much more quickly than those who don’t.  

Children who read for 20 minutes every day read 1,800,000 words a year.
Children who read for 5 minutes a day only read 282,000 words.
Children who read for 1 minute a day only read 8,000 words.

Operation Encompass
Mill Lane is an Operation Encompass school, which means that we receive police notifications of any cases of domestic abuse so that we can support children who may have been exposed to it.   

Residentials
This year we are taking children from Y5 and Y6 to Disney Land, Paris and children from Y3 and Y4 to London. School is heavily subsidising these trips, so please make sure that payments are kept up to date as tickets have already been purchased. 

Communication
We occasionally send SMS text messages and emails to parents, but please note that you are unable to reply to them as the system is not set up to be monitored. Please contact the school with any queries you may have. If you would like this or any other letter translating, then please see our office staff. Recently, we have had a large number of parents who have told us that they have lost the original letter for school trips etc and they ask for another. As we would rather spend the money on your child rather than extra printing costs, please could I request that you keep safe and use the original letters sent? 

Secondary School Places
This month, parents of Y6 children have been informed by the local authority which secondary school their child has been given a place in for September 2026. If you didn’t apply for a secondary place or missed the deadline, all places will have been allocated, and unfortunately, your child will be placed in any school with a spare place and not necessarily the school of your choice.

Punctuality
Punctuality is monitored by the council.  I am very pleased to say that lateness is very rare at Mill Lane. A form needs completing and signing by parents if children arrive late for school. Please make EVERY effort to get your children to school on time (by 8:45am) as the first part of the lesson is often the most important and it is difficult for children to ‘catch-up’ if they miss it. Lessons interrupted by late children can also affect the learning of others.



Attendance
Just a reminder that IT IS AGAINST THE LAW to take your children out of school during term time or to keep them off unnecessarily. Parents WILL be fined or taken to court for doing so. 

Each class are desperate to win Jo’s Cup Cake Challenge! Unfortunately, ALL classes have slipped to below 96%. Please ensure that you send your children to school every day. Government guidance says that children should ONLY be kept off school if they have seen a doctor and the doctor advises it. The only exception to this is if they have a tummy bug that they could spread, they have to stay off for 48 hours from last being sick or having diarrhoea, but if they are sick because of something they have eaten, through coughing or running around etc, they do not have to stay off school. If it is just a cold, headache or tummy ache etc, please give them some Calpol, send them in and we will monitor them. We have a First Aid trained member of staff in EVERY classroom.  We can also keep them in to play quietly with a friend at playtime and during PE if necessary and, of course, we would ring you if they were unable to manage the day.

	Year Group
	Attendance

	Reception
	93.2%

	Y1
	94.2%

	Y2
	94.5%

	Y3
	95.6%

	Y4
	94.5%

	Y5
	95.7%

	Y6
	95.0%

	Total
	94.9%




Extending the Curriculum
Children celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as their favourite book character. All children took part in Safer Internet Day, World Wildlife Day, Careers Week and Children’s Mental Health Week. Our Key Stage 2 children have all taken part in Anti-Social Behaviour workshops with PCSOs Dan and Keith from Cleveland Police.  They also delivered an online workshop to parents. Jo and her team made cupcakes for the class with the best attendance. The children in classes 2 and 9 had a fantastic day exploring the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum in Stewart Park, Middlesbrough. We enjoyed a fabulous Careers Week thinking of our future aspirations and inspirations while dressed for our future careers. EY learned about People who Help Us and had a visit from the Fire Service. Our children enjoyed learning about different celebrations, including Pancake Day, Valentine’s Day, Children’s Mental Health Week, Chinese New Year and Eid. Class 9 pupils and their parents and carers worked hard to make birds inspired by the story “How the Birds Got Their Colours”. Well done everyone! Thank you to everyone who came to our Year 1 art afternoon to work with your children. Inca The Hearing Dog came to school to teach everyone about support dogs and their work.

Sporting Successes
Y5 completed Bikeability Stage 1 and some achieved Stage 2. Well done. All of the children had so much fun at their School’s Out Sport’s In shine sessions!

PTO

Parent Consultations
Thank you to everyone who attended or intend to come to parent consultations this month. If you were unable to attend for any reason, please speak to your child’s class teacher at the end of the day. Teachers and children are keen for you to hear just how well your child is doing in school. 

Tooth Brushing
The North Tees and Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust Toothbrush Programme has kindly provided all children at Mill Lane Primary School with a new toothbrush and toothpaste to take home with them. Remember to clean teeth twice per day!

Meningitis
As you will likely have seen in the news, there has been an outbreak of meningococcal disease (15 cases) linked to the University of Kent, with 4 confirmed as meningococcal B, and Local authorities have been asked by UKHSA to signpost local schools, colleges and universities to resources and key sources of information regarding bacterial meningitis and the vaccines that protect against it. I wanted to share this with you. All children and young people should be encouraged to be up to date with their routine immunisations as per the childhood schedule. For more information, please see the update from UKHSA shared yesterday https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/outbreak-of-meningococcal-disease-linked-to-university-of-kent-and-the-area-of-canterbury/

Compliments and Concerns
Staff work exceptionally hard at Mill Lane to ensure children are happy and very well educated. If you have any compliments or concerns, I am always happy to listen, act and explain.

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 26th March			Easter disco
Thursday 2nd April			Break up for Easter holiday (Friday 3rd is a bank holiday)
Monday 20th April			Return to school
Thursday 23rd April			School Photograph Day
Monday 4th May			Bank Holiday so school is closed
Friday 22nd May			Break up for half term holiday
Monday 1st June			Return to school
Friday 17th July			Break up for summer holidays (20th and 21st are PD Days)

Thank you for your continued support; it is greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely
Mrs Skillcorn
Head Teacher
Governors and Staff at Mill Lane Primary School are committed to Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children in our care
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