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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made (Y1). 

• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock (Y1). 

Description of activity 

Following a discussion, the children were asked to draw a title page showing what they knew about materials. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

 

Glory draws objects and labels some 
of them with the material from which 
they are made. He lists several 
common materials showing he is 
secure in this Year 1 content. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Another child, Jayden, also 
showed he was able to use 
vocabulary for properties, 
although he did not associate 
them with specific materials.  

 

  

Glory’s work 

Jayden’s work 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials (Y1). 

Description of activity 

Children first used adjectives to describe materials in a feely bag. Then they independently identified objects around the classroom and 
described the materials they were made from. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

Teacher: “How does wood feel 
when you touch it?” 
 
Glory: “Rough and solid.” 

 

 

This gives further evidence that 
Glory distinguishing between objects 
and materials. He only names one 
property. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Glory described the materials in 
the feely bag using all the 
vocabulary expected for Y1. 
 
Unlike Glory, Jayden used some 
adjectives to describe the 
materials and objects he saw. 

Glory uses his knowledge to identify 
the material each object is made 
from. 

  

Glory’s work 

Jayden’s work 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Description of activity 

As a class, the children talked about objects in the classroom, what they were made from and their properties. The children were then 
asked to complete a worksheet. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

The vocabulary used during the 
discussion is not reflected in Glory’s 
written work. He does show how the 
properties of the materials make 
them suitable for the particular uses. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

During the class discussion, Glory 
used a wide range of words to 
describe the properties of 
materials, including transparent 
and opaque.  
 
The worksheet did not prompt the 
children to think about the 
properties of the materials used 
for each object and therefore did 
not capture evidence of this 
learning effectively. 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Description of activity 

The teacher redesigned the worksheet from the previous activity to guide the children to think more explicitly about the properties of the 
materials used for different objects. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

By explaining which properties make 
a material unsuitable for a use, Glory 
shows understanding of how 
properties relate to uses. He 
describes a range of properties 
using correct scientific vocabulary. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Glory is more confident in 
explaining why a material is 
unsuitable than suitable. 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Find out how the shapes of solid objects can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

Description of activity 

In the previous activities, several children used the words “flexible”, “rigid” and “stretchy”, but not with consistent meaning. In this 
activity, children matched vocabulary to actions when manipulating playdough, and talked about how some materials can be changed. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

Teacher: “How did you change 
this one?” [1] 
 
Glory: “I changed it by bending. 
Playdough is bendy.” 
 
Teacher: “Is there another word 
for bendy?” 
 
Glory: “Flexible.” 
 
Glory: “I twisted this one [2].  
I pulled and stretched it. It is 
stretchy.  
 
“It nearly broke [3].” 
 
“I squashed it flat with my hand 
[4].” 

 

Glory names and demonstrates the 
actions of squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching, but does not 
confidently use flexible, rigid and 
stiff.  

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

  

  

2 

1 

3 

4 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Description of activity 

Children were then set a problem linked to their pirate theme, with a focus on the properties of stretchiness/stiffness and 
flexibility/rigidity. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

Glory is now also considering 
properties that make a material 
suitable for a purpose, but is not yet 
using the new properties vocabulary. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

The first two examples show Glory 
linking the material properties to 
uses, thinking about flexibility. 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Description of activity 

The children were given an object and asked to think of a new use for the material it was made from. Glory had a paperclip. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

Teacher: “What is a better way of 
saying wibble, wobble?” 
 
Glory: “Bend and twist.” 

 

Glory is still not writing the 
vocabulary he uses in discussions, 
but this work shows that he 
recognises that the same material 
can be used for different purposes. 
He also recognises that metal in the 
form of a cutlass will not bend in the 
same way that a paperclip does. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

Description of activity 

The children decided as a class which properties to test. Flexibility and stretchiness were tested individually. Waterproof was an 
interactive demonstration. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

 

Glory identifies the most suitable 
material based on the properties 
tested, linking them to the purpose 
of a tent cover. His conclusion is 
more detailed than his prediction. 
His findings show that he is not yet 
secure in his understanding of 
flexible. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Glory was confusing flexible with 
elastic. 

Glory carries out simple tests and 
records his data in a prepared table 
and uses it to answer his question. 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Find out how the shapes of solid objects can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

Description of activity 

The children were asked to find objects in the classroom, identify the material they were made from, and then test them to see if they 
could change their shape in different ways. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

“The metal test tube holder bends 
a bit, but the chair legs don’t 
because they are stronger and 
thicker.” 

 

Glory recognises that flexibility is a 
property of the object not the 
material. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Glory completed very little of the 
activity, so did not explore many 
objects or make comparisons. 
 
In contrast, Jayden’s work shows 
that he has explored materials 
which can bend, twist, squash and 
stretch, and can make 
comparisons. He understands 
elasticity, although he is not using 
the word. 

Glory carries out simple tests and 
records his data in a prepared table. 

  

Glory’s work 

Jayden’s work 
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Year 2 Topic Uses of everyday materials 

 

Focus of assessment (National Curriculum statements) 

• Identify and describe the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, glass, brick, rock, paper and 
cardboard for particular uses. 

• Find out how the shapes of solid objects can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

Description of activity 

The children were asked to complete a worksheet prompting them to think about suitable properties for a range of objects and then use 
this to identify a material to match the required property for each use. 

 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING ASSESSMENT 

Oral evidence Examples of work Knowledge 

 

 

Glory shows understanding of the 
vocabulary for properties related to 
changing shape by selecting the 
suitable properties for each use. He 
then identifies appropriate materials 
for each specific use based on the 
properties required for that use. 

Teacher observations Working scientifically 

Glory mostly correctly identifies 
the properties required for 
particular uses. Discussion with 
him about the dog lead showed 
confusion between stretchy/elastic 
and extendable as, at home, he 
has a dog lead which reels in and 
out.  
 
He mostly chooses suitable 
materials on the basis of the 
required properties. 

Glory records his ideas in a 
prepared table. 
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Overall summary 

Secure 

 

Glory has shown consistently that he can name the materials from which different objects are made and talk about properties using a wide vocabulary, 
although his written work does not always reflect this. He recognises suitable and unsuitable choices of material. He can identify what properties a material 
needs for a particular purpose and is able to test those properties before making his choice. He can change the shape of objects using named actions and 
can choose different purposes for the same material. He recognises that shaping a material in a different way affects the rigidity of the object. 
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