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    WELLINGTON STREET, STOCKTON ON TEES 
 
     TS18 1QX, TEL: 01642 860055 

 
Head Teacher: Mrs Skillcorn 

9th July 2020 
Return to School in September 

 
Dear Mum, Dad and Carer 
 

I hope that you and your family are well. Mill Lane will open for all children from 
3rd September 2020, and we are really looking forward to seeing them return to 
school after such a long period of lockdown.  

 
Thank you 

Thank you for your continued support at this very difficult time; it is very much 
appreciated. You have done an amazing job teaching your children and following 
the home learning packs at home every day for months which has enabled your 

child to keep up with the rest of the class ready for going into their next year 
group in September. We have really enjoyed seeing their work on Showbie. All 

reading books MUST be returned to school on 3rd September. Staff will be 
contacting parents about replacing outstanding reading books if they are not. 
 

Organisation 
In September, your children will be in new year groups with new teachers and 
new classrooms. We will be following government guidance and have put in place 

stringent measures to reduce the risk of Covid-19, so children will be taught and 
play in class bubbles of 30.  

 
Illness 
Attendance will be mandatory again from September 2020 and parents will be 

fined if they keep their children off school unnecessarily. If anyone within a 
bubble starts to show symptoms of Coronavirus, such as loss of smell or taste, a 

continuous cough or a fever, they must stay off school. If they become ill with 
symptoms whilst at school, they will be placed into isolation until a parent or 
carer is able to collect them straight away. Anyone showing symptoms must take 

a test (arranged by phoning 119). You MUST inform school immediately of the 
result, whether positive or negative. If a negative result is returned, then they 
can return to school. If a positive result is returned, the whole bubble must 

isolate for 14 days. If any of these children show symptoms, then they too must 
be tested and their household must isolate for 7 days. Isolating children will 

continue to learn from home using our digital home learning option.             PTO                                                                                               
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Opening times 

School will be open every day, Monday to Friday, but times will be staggered and 
specific gates will be assigned to enable social distancing. Please use the correct 
gate (see the map below), be on time and do not arrive too early, as we want to 

avoid a queue at the gate.  Only one parent/carer can drop off their children at 
the allocated gate and one parent can come to collect them. If you arrive before 
your designated time, please wait across the street as social distancing rules 

must be observed. 
 

When collecting children at the end of the day, we will operate a one way 
system. Please enter through the EY gate on Vane Street and exit from the KS2 
gate on Wellington Street. While waiting, please stand 1 meter apart in your 

class’s designated area on the playground.  
 

   Gate  Arrival time Departure time    
Nursery  EY gate 8:45am  11:30am 
Reception  EY gate 8:50am  3:05pm 

Y1   EY gate 8:55am  3:10pm 
Y2   KS1 gate 8:45am  3:05pm 
Y3    KS1 gate 8:50am  3:10pm 

Y4   KS1 gate 8:55am  3:15pm 
Y5   KS2 gate 8:50am  3:10pm 

Y6   KS2 gate 8:55am  3:15pm 
Class 7&8  KS2 gate 8:45am  3:05pm 
 

Please see the map below if you are unsure. 
 

Gates will be locked immediately after these times and no late children will be 
admitted to school through the main entrance so you must be on time. If you 
have children in different year groups, please bring them together at the earlier 

time.  
 

                              
 

KS2 

Gate 

EY Gate 

KS1 

Gate 

For Nursery, Reception & Y1 drop 

off only. Everyone MUST enter 

through this gate when collecting 

children 

For Y2, Y3 and Y4 drop 

off only 

For Y5, Y6 & Cl 7/8 drop off only. 

Everyone MUST exit through this 

gate after collecting children 

Wellington Street 

V
a

n
e S

treet 

Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y4 

Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y5 

 

Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y6 

 

Please only stand 

here 1m apart to 

collect Class 7&8 

Sydney Street 

Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y3 
Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y2 
Please only stand here 

1m apart to collect Y1 

Please only stand here 1m 

apart to collect Reception 

Please only stand here 1m 

apart to collect Nursery 
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You will not be permitted to have access to the school building. If you would like 

to speak to me or a teacher, then please ring, email or contact us through 
Facebook Messenger. Entry to school is strictly by appointment only. Children 
must remove any disposable face mask at the gate and give it to their adult to 

take home.  
 
Meals 

Breakfast will still be available as children enter their classrooms. Because of 
restrictions, we will be unable to provide breakfast for parents at this time. 

School will provide school dinners as usual. If your child normally brings a 
packed lunch from home, please place it in a disposable bag or container so that 
it can be thrown away after lunch has been eaten. Dinner will be eaten outside 

or in the classroom to ensure bubbles of children are kept separate.  
 

Safety  
Our comprehensive risk assessment can be found on our website.  
 

Bubbles will have designated areas to play in, not mixing with any other 
bubbles. We will not be holding assemblies or any activities were groups would 
normally mix. Regular handwashing and cleaning will continue. 

 
Tissues will be available in each classroom and we have ordered pedal bins with 

lids to dispose of tissues in line with “catch it, bin it, kill it” advice. 
 
Children will be working outdoors as much as possible, as there is scientifically 

less of a risk outdoors, so please ensure your child has sun-cream on each day 
and brings a sun hat. Children should continue to wear clean school uniform 

and not bring unnecessary personal items into school.  
 
The behaviour policy has been updated to reflect the new working arrangements 

and any child that knowingly puts themselves, other children or staff at risk will 
immediately be sent home and continue with our home learning option until 
guarantees are met about his or her behaviour. We will do everything we can to 

reduce risk but we cannot 100% guarantee that staff and children will not touch, 
brush past or come within 1 meter of someone in another bubble. We are not 

prepared to punish children if they “forget”; we will simply remind them gently 
and clearly. 
 

We will continue to follow guidance and to do our absolute best to keep our 
children, staff and families safe. 

 
Staff will wear PPE if administering first aid or dealing with a child who is ill or 
has had an accident.  

 
Please note that these are proposed plans. If the risks are increased or national 
decisions are made for a regional lockdown, then school would again close. 

Please be patient. This is new to us too and our plans may have to be tweaked 
once we have put them into practice.  

PTO 
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Your Part  

At home and in the community, please observe social distancing at all times, 
follow Government advice and avoid using public transport to help us to reduce 
risks and cross infections in school.   

 
Please read and sign the attached home school agreement and return it to 
school with your child on 3rd September. Please explain their part of it to your 

child and ask them to sign/write their name on it too.                                
 

In the autumn term, we will provide a free sweatshirt, book bag, water bottle 
and PE kit for every child in school. Parents need to provide a pair of black 
plimsolls for PE as children will need their own pair. Please name all items of 

clothing and personal items. 
 

Children will be contacted by their new teachers, to speak to them about next 
year. We are really looking forward to seeing them and they should be looking 
forward to seeing their friends and teachers. Please support your child to get 

ready to return to school. 
 
Home learning 

All children should now be able to access online learning at home over the 
summer to ensure that they do not fall behind and in preparation for September. 

During the holidays, please continue to access Reading Plus (Y2-Y6), Lexia (Rec – 
Y2), Prodigy (Y3-Y6) Big Maths Click (Y3-Y6) and the excellent lessons on Oak 
National Academy (below), every day. 

 
Reception https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/reception 
Y1 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-1 
Y2 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-2 
Y3 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-3 
Y4 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-4 
Y5 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-5 
Y6 https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-6 

 
Finally 
I very special welcome to Reception who join us in September, and a very special 

goodbye to our Y6s who begin the next chapter in their lives at secondary school. 
It has been an absolute pleasure and privilege to have taught you and I wish you 
all the very, very best for the future.  

 
We break up on Thursday 16th July. Friday 17th is a teacher training day so 

school is closed. Have a lovely summer and I look forward to seeing you all in 
September. 
 

If you have any further questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to 
contact me. If you would like this letter translating into your home language, 

please ask. 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs Skillcorn 

Head Teacher 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/reception
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-2
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-3
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-4
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-5
https://classroom.thenational.academy/year-groups/year-6

