
Curriculum Map 2016-2017: Class 8 
Autumn: We are Britain 

 Main Topic 
(History) 

 

Geography 
 

D&T 
 

Art  
 

Computing RE Music 
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-Changes within living 
memory (toys).  
-The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to national 
and international 
achievements (Queen 
Victoria I) 
-Significant historical 
events, people, and 
places within locality 
(castle).  

-Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries and 
capital cities of the UK 
and its surrounding areas.  
-Use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
UK and its countries.  
-Use single compass 
directions and locational 
and directional langauge 
to describe the location 
of features and routes on 
a map.  
-Use aerial photographs 
and plan persepctives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic symbols 
in a key. 
 
-Name and locate 
counties and cities of the 
UK, geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features, 
and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some 
of these aspects have 
changed over time.   

-Generate, develop, model 
and communicate ideas 
through talking, drawing, 
templates, mock-ups, and, 
where appropriate, 
information technology. 
-Select from and use a 
range of tools and 
equipment to perform 
practical tasks. 
-Explore and evaluate a 
range of existing 
products.  
-Build structures, 
exploring how they can be 
made stronger, stiffer 
and more stable. 
-Explore and use 
mechanisms in (e.g. 
levers, sliders, wheels, 
axis) products. 
 
-Understand use 
mechanical systems in 
products (e.g. gears, 
pulleys, cams, levers, 
linkages).  
 
Build a castle; a toy. 
 
-Prepare and cook a 
variety of savoury 
dishes using a range of 
cooking techniques.   
 

-Use a range of 
materials creatively to 
design and make 
products.  
-Use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to 
develop and share 
ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 
 
Self-portraits (colour 
mixing); castle 
drawings; design own 
fantasy castle.  

-Use technology 
purposefully to create, 
organise, store, 
manipulate, and 
retrieve digital 
content.  
-Recognise common 
uses of information 
technology beyond 
school.  
 
-Use search 
technologies 
effectively, appreciate 
how results are 
selected and ranked, 
and be discerning in 
evaluating digital 
content.  

-What is the Bible? 
-Why is the Bible 
important? 
-What are the symbols 
associated with 
Christmas? 

-Perform, listen to, 
review and evaluate 
music across a range 
of historical periods, 
genres, styles and 
traditions, including 
the works of greater 
composers and 
musicians.  
-Use voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes.  
 

Inspire2Learn (9th 
October) 

 



English (Brilliant Books): 
 

Small Knight and George  
 

Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine 

Science: 
Working Scientifically 
• To ask simple questions 
• To know they can be answered in different ways 
• To observe closely 
• To use simple equipment 
• To perform simple tests 
• To identify and classify 
• To use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
• To gather data 
• To record data to help answer questions 
Materials (States of Matter)  
• Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. 
• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock.  
• Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 
• Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties.  
• Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. 
• Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, 

twisting and stretching.  
• Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 
Forces and Magnets 
• Compare how things move on different surfaces. 
• Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces can act at a distance.  
• Observe how magnets attract and repel each other and attract some materials and not others.  
• Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of whether they are attracted to a 

magnet, and identify some magnetic materials.  
• Describe magnets as having two poles.  
• Predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which way the poles are facing.  
Seasonal Changes 
• Observe changes across the four seasons. 
• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies.  

Article/Value/PSHcE 
Article :13 and 31  
Value:  Co-operation and Peace 
British Value: Democracy and Charity 
Keeping Safe:  Halloween and Bonfire Night Safety. 
                                Anti-bullying and Road Safety Week 
                        1st Aid Training (year 5 and 6 only) 

Educational Visits 
-Preston Park (Victorian resources and workshops) 
-Raby Castle (identifying the features of a castle + the geographical location and discussing the 
choice for its position) 
-Ropner Park (seasonal changes) 

 



Spring: Paws, Claws and Whiskers 
 Main Topic 

(Geography) 
History 

 
D&T 

 
Art  
 

Computing RE Music 
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-Name and locate the 
worlds seven 
continents and five 
oceans.  
-Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the UK and the 
location of hot and 
cold areas of the 
world in relation to 
the Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles.  
 
Link to food: where 
does the produce 
originally come from 
and why? 

 -Understand and apply 
the principles of a 
healthy and varied 
diet.  
-Understand 
seasonality, and know 
where and how a 
variety of ingredients 
are grown, reared, 
caught and processed.  
 
Link to science; trip to 
supermarket to 
identify ingredients 
(possibly an allotment 
visit to see how they 
are grown and to 
better understand the 
principles of 
seasonality).  

-Learn about the work 
of a range of artists, 
craft makers and 
designers, describing 
the differences and 
similarities between 
different practices 
and disciplines, and 
making links to own 
work.  
-To use drawing, 
painting and sculpture 
to develop and share 
own ideas, experiences 
and imagination.  
-To develop a wide 
range of art and 
design techniques in 
using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, form and 
space.  
Observational 
drawings of butterfly 
lifecycle; sculpt the 
lifecycle of a 
butterfly.  

-Understand what 
algorithms are; how 
they are implemented 
as programs on digital 
devices; and that 
programs execute by 
following precise and 
unambiguous 
instructions.  
-Create and debug 
simple programs. 
-Use logical reasoning 
to predict the 
behaviour of simple 
programs.  
-Use logical reasoning 
to explain how some 
simple algorithms work 
and to detect and 
correct errors in 
algorithms and 
programs.  

-What is a mosque? 
-Why is it important? 
-How is Easter 
celebrated in churches 
(Christingle)? 

-Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music.  
-Experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music.  

 
English (Brilliant Books): 

This section will be completed when 
the Literacy Shed+ website become 

active for LKS2 and KS1 
 

Science: 
Working Scientifically 
To ask simple questions 
To know they can be answered in different ways 
To observe closely 
To use simple equipment 
To perform simple tests 
To identify and classify 



To use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
To gather data 
To record data to help answer questions 
Animals, including humans 
-Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
-Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  
-Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets).  
-Identify, draw, name and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated 
with each sense.  
-Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults.  
-Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food, air). 
-Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and 
hygiene.  
Living things and their habitats 
-Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been 
alive. 
-Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats 
provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other.  
-Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including micro-habitats.  
-Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 
identify and name different sources of food.  
Seasonal Changes 
-Observe changes across the four seasons. 
-Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

Article/Value/PSHcE 
Article : 27 and 7 
Value:  Love and Simplicity   
British Value: My Money Week (saving) 
Keeping Safe: Internet Safety 
                        Heart Start 

Educational Visits 
Saltholme – RSPCB? (micro-habitats) 
Butterfly World and/or hatch own butterflies and keep a diary, including observational drawings.  
Supermarket trip and/or allotment visit (seasonality, identifying where the produce comes from, how 
it is grown) 
Ropner Park (seasonal changes) 

 
  



Summer: Chocolate 
 Main Topic 

(History) 
Geography 

 
D&T 

 
Art  
 

Computing RE Music 
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-A non-European 
society that provides a 
contrast to British 
history: The Aztecs.  

-Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
studying the human 
and physical geography 
of a small area of the 
UK, and of a small area 
in a constrasting non-
European country.  
-Use basic vocabulary 
to refer to key 
physical and human 
features.  
-Locate the worlds 
countries using maps 
to focus on Europe and 
North and South 
America,  
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, 
countries and major 
cities.  

-Design purposeful, 
functional and 
appealing products for 
themselves and for 
others based on design 
criteria. 
-Select from and use a 
wide range of 
materials and 
components, including 
construction 
materials, textiles and 
ingredients, according 
to their 
characteristics. 
-Explore and evaluate 
a range of existing 
products.  
Chocolate taste 
testing + supermarket 
visit to investigate the 
chocolate bar designs 
on offer; design a 
chocolate bar; make 
and taste own 
chocolate bar; create 
an Aztec mask.  

-Use a range of 
materials creatively to 
design and make 
products.  
-Use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to 
develop and share 
ideas, experiences and 
imagination. 
-Learn about the work 
of a range of artists, 
craft makers and 
designers, describing 
the differences and 
similarities between 
different practices 
and disciplines, and 
making links to own 
work. 
Printing; Aztec suns; 
weaving; Aztec 
drawings & paintings.   

-Use technology 
purposefully to create, 
organise, store, 
manipulate, and 
retrieve digital 
content.  
-Recognise common 
uses of information 
technology beyond 
school.  
-Use technology safely 
and respectfully, 
keeping personal 
information private; 
identify where to go 
for help and support 
when they have 
concerns about 
content or contact on 
the internet and other 
online technologies.  
 

-The Sikh Gurus 
-What is Eid? 
-Why is it important? 

-Perform, listen to, 
review and evaluate 
music across a range 
of historical periods, 
genres, styles and 
traditions, including 
the works of greater 
composers and 
musicians.  
-Use voices 
expressively and 
creatively by singing 
songs and speaking 
chants and rhymes.  
-Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music. 

 
English (Brilliant Books): 

This section will be completed when 
the Literacy Shed+ website become 

active for LKS2 and KS1 
 

Science: 
Working Scientifically 
To ask simple questions 
To know they can be answered in different ways 
To observe closely 
To use simple equipment 
To perform simple tests 
To identify and classify 



To use observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
To gather data 
To record data to help answer questions 
Plants: 
-Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees.  
-Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees.  
-Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants.  
-Find out and describe how plants need water, light, and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 
-Identify and describe the functions of different parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers. 
-Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) 
and how they vary from plant to plant.  
-Investigate the way water is transported within plants.  
-Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and 
seed dispersal.  
Seasonal Changes 
-Observe changes across the four seasons. 
-Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

Article/Value/PSHcE 
Article : 16 and 24 
Value:  Honesty and Courage  
British Value: Tolerance and Respect 
Keeping Safe: SRE and Food Safety 

Educational Visits 
Garden centre (identifying different plants) 
Supermarket (chocolate bar designs + purchase for taste testing) 
Ropner Park (seasonal changes) 

 
 


